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Remember the fun you had when you first took 
your kids to Disneyland?

Experience that feeling again when you take 
them and your GRANDKIDS on a trip or a cruise! Today, it’s not 
uncommon for three generations of a family to  
enjoy a trip or cruise together. 

Here are five excellent reasons to seize the day by taking a trip  
or cruise with your family and making some life-long memories:

1. Great way to get the family together and catch up on the  
past year.

2. Provides an educational stage to help your grandchildren  
excel in school.

3. It makes for a great gift to provide your family, especially  
during the holiday.

4. Enjoying the grandkids rather than cooking and cleaning  
during their visit is priceless.

5. It gives you an opportunity to create those lasting memories  
of you for your grandchildren!

Travel Advisors of Los Gatos can set up many family trips, from 
Disneyland to European Cruises to African Safaris. Such a trip 
might lead to career choices, create warm memories or even allow 
family members to get to 
know each other better 
while having fun.

 Call to ask about your 
dream trip or let us help 
you find one. Our travel 
experts will make all  
the arrangements, so  
you have more time  
to spend with your  
family, especially  
your grandchildren!

PRESIDENT’S CORNER 
by Ed Stahl

TRAVELING WITH THE GRANDKIDS CAN’T BE BEAT!
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CELEBRITY CRUISES INTRODUCES 
A NEW SHIP DESIGNED FOR THE 
GALAPAGOS ISLANDS
   One of Celebrity Cruises’ newest ships, 
Celebrity Flora, will offer an elevated and 
inspired approach to marine exploration, with a 
revolutionary ship design. From the luxurious all-
suite accommodations to industry-first, eco-friendly 
innovations, Celebrity Cruises has created a ship 
that brings a new level of luxury, sustainability and 
natural exploration to the Galapagos. 
   When it launches in May 2019, the 100-guest 
Celebrity Flora will offer sea-to-shore transportation 
and include anchorless technology that maintains 
the ship’s position while protecting the sensitive sea 
floor. Innovative outward-facing design gives guests 
360-degree views of the islands, while personal suite 
attendants, new dining venues, an open-air stargazing 
platform and expert-lead ecological seminars will round 
out Celebrity’s modern luxury vacation experience.
   The ship’s alternating seven-night inner and outer 
loop itineraries are now available for booking.

OCEANIA CRUISES INTRODUCES 
INNOVATIVE NEW DINING OPTIONS
   Oceania Cruises, well-known for its extraordinary 
culinary creations, has unveiled new dinner menus that 
are the most expansive and diverse at sea. The menus 
feature a wide spectrum of world flavors as well as 
an all-new Executive Chef’s Food & Wine Pairing, 
available every evening and featuring the chef’s 
selection of exquisite dishes specifically curated for 
their complementary and contrasting flavors. 
    Another stand-out attraction of the menus are the 
new “Global Cuisine” dishes served each evening. 
These are bolder and more adventurous ethnic dishes 
designed for the traveler with a spirit for spice. 

ABERCROMBIE & KENT’S LIMITED-
EDITION MARCO POLO JOURNEYS 
OFFER THE LUXURY OF ADVENTURE
   In 2019, luxury tour company Abercrombie & Kent 
will offer four new journeys that deliver the luxury of 
access with the thrill of discovery – from the remote 
wetlands of Brazil’s Pantanal to the coastal wilderness of 
Canada or the far-flung desert oasis of Oman’s Wahiba 
Sands to joining in the revelry of Independence Day 
celebrations in Papua New Guinea.
   Marco Polo journeys are limited to no more than 
18 guests, opening up insider-access opportunities 
only possible for small groups, from private museum 
openings to visits with local people in their homes. 
The intimate group size also means more one-on-one 
interaction with A&K’s Resident Tour Director who 
shares their beyond-the guidebook knowledge of life in 
the place they’ve lived for decades.
   New itineraries for 2019 are: Brazil: The Amazon, 
Pantanal & Iguazu Falls; Wild Canada: Belugas & 
Bears; Papua New Guinea & the Goroka Festival; 
Oman & the Emirates: The Sands of Time.

AMAWATERWAYS’ NEWEST RIVER 
CRUISE SHIP SETS SAIL IN EUROPE
   Christened in May of this year, AmaWaterway’s 
newest river cruise ship, AmaLea, now sails the Danube 
River on seven-night itineraries between Vilshofen and 
Budapest. 
   The 156-guest vessel features AmaWaterways’ 
exclusive twin balconies, offering panoramic views 
from both a French and outside balcony. Guests enjoy 
gourmet dining onboard with free-flowing wines at 

multiple venues including The Chef’s Table; a heated 
sun deck swimming pool with a swim-up bar; a fitness 
center and spa; complimentary Wi-Fi throughout 
the ship; and in-room entertainment-on-demand. 
Additionally, a fleet of bicycles is carried onboard for 
guests to enjoy complimentary. 
   AmaLea will conclude her first season with four 
iconic Christmas market cruises.

DOLLYWOOD ANNOUNCES 
ITS LARGEST EXPANSION IN 
PARK HISTORY WITH THE NEW 
WILDWOOD GROVE
   Dolly Parton’s Dollywood amusement park in 
Pigeon Forge, Tennessee, has announced a $37 million 
expansion, with rides and live entertainment.
   Wildwood Grove, scheduled to open in 2019, will 
feature 11 themed attractions, including several rides 
such as Treetop Tower – a ride that sends guests 40 feet 
into the air in giant acorns and spins them around; four 
new costumed characters and entertainment; and Till & 
Harvest, a restaurant featuring fresh Southwest cuisine 
with a Southern twist.
   Wildwood Grove takes advantage of the natural 
beauty of the surrounding Smoky Mountains. Nearly 
$1 million has been planned for landscaping the area, 
with more than 400 trees and 1,000 shrubs helping 
transform this space into a lush and relaxing spot 
hidden within the foothills of the Smokies.
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On May 10, 1869, the ceremonial golden 
spike was hammered in the ground near 
Promontory, Utah, and transcontinental 
rail travel was made possible.

While the cost has risen a bit since then, you 
can re-create the journey with Amtrak, and 

even travel along some of the same route as First 
Transcontinental Railroad to celebrate the 150th 
anniversary of transcontinental rail travel. 
   The final stretch of railroad that needed to be built 
was from Oakland, California, to Omaha, Nebraska. 
There were already plenty of rail lines in place 
heading from the East Coast to Council Bluff, Iowa, 
and its neighboring city of Omaha. It was the western 
portion that needed to be completed, and that worked 
was started in 1863.
   Amtrak offers 
four routes that take 
you from the West 
Coast to Chicago, 
Illinois, and another 
that runs from Los 
Angeles, California, 
to New Orleans, 
Louisiana. You can 
pair those with other 
routes that run from 
Chicago to New 
York, New York, or 
Washington, D.C., or 
from New Orleans to 
New York, to truly 
make the journey 
transcontinental.
   The California 
Zephyr departs daily 
from Emeryville, 
California, just a few miles from the original ending 
of the Central Pacific Railroad. The route heads 
to Chicago and visits seven states along the way. 
From the Bay Area the train travels to Sacramento, 

California, and then Reno, Nevada, much of the same 
route as the First Transcontinental Railroad. The 
train takes the southern path around the Great Salt 
Lake, thereby missing Promontory, which is north 
of the lake. After Salt Lake City, Utah, the route 
heads southeast for a bit, stopping in Provo, Utah, 
and Grand Junction, Colorado, among others, before 
arriving in Denver, Colorado. In less than two days 
you will arrive in Omaha, Nebraska, a trip that was 
first advertised in 1869 to take “less than four days!”
   From Omaha, the train continues across Iowa 
before heading into Illinois and finally Chicago. From 
Chicago, you can catch the Lake Shore Limited to 
New York City and Boston, Massachusetts. It visits 
six states and also stops in South Bend, Indiana; 
Cleveland, Ohio; Buffalo, New York; and Springfield, 

Massachusetts. Or, if you 
want to visit different cities, 
take the Cardinal from 
Chicago to New York. It 
covers 11 states and visits 
Washington, D.C., with other 
stops including Indianapolis, 
Indiana; Cincinnati, Ohio; 
and Charlottesville, Virginia. 
The Cardinal route also 
stops at three Penn Stations: 
Baltimore, Maryland; 
Newark, New Jersey; and 
New York.
   The Capitol Limited is 
another option from Chicago 
to Washington, D.C. As the 
name suggests, there are 
fewer stops, making for 
a shorter trip. It stops in 
six states and Washington, 
D.C., and also includes 

stops in South Bend, Indiana; Cleveland, Ohio; and 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.
   You also can reach Chicago from the Pacific 
Northwest via the Empire Builder, which starts 

in Seattle. It visits eight states and stops include 
Portland, Oregon; Glacier National Park, Montana; and 
Minneapolis-St. Paul, Minnesota. And if you want to 
leave from Los Angeles and head to Chicago, take the 
Southwest Chief. It stops in eight states, and its stations 
include Flagstaff, Arizona; Albuquerque, New Mexico; 
and Kansas City, Missouri.
   Other options for your transcontinental train trip 
would be the Sunset Limited from Los Angeles to 
New Orleans and then either the Crescent from New 
Orleans to New York or the City of New Orleans 
from New Orleans to Chicago and then one of the 
aforementioned Chicago trains to the East Coast. 
The Sunset Limited stops in five states; among 
the highlights along the route are Palm Springs, 
California; Phoenix, Arizona; and San Antonio, 
Texas. The Crescent visits 11 states and Washington, 
D.C., with other station stops including Atlanta, 
Georgia; Charlotte, North Carolina; Baltimore, 
Maryland; and Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. And if 
you wanted to follow the path of the popular 1970s 
folk song on the City of New Orleans, you would be 
visiting five states with stops that include Jackson, 
Mississippi, and Memphis, Tennessee.
   Amtrak offers a variety of plans and packages to 
build your perfect trip. You can create a package 
with tours of various cities and sites, as well as hotel 
stays, or work with your travel advisor to build 
your vacation using Amtrak’s USA Rail Pass. The 
USA Rail Pass can be as short as 15 days with eight 
segments or as long as 45 days with 18 segments. 
And the fare for children ages 2-12 is 50 percent 
of an adult’s ticket when traveling with a full-fare 
paying adult. Amtrak also offers senior, military and 
group discounts. Consult with your travel advisor 
for the best deal. You also want to look into various 
accommodations on board your journey, which could 
vary depending on the route you choose.
   No matter which journey you pick, it will be more 
relaxing than driving, more scenic in some areas and 
fewer stops for fuel. And quicker than it was 150 
years ago.

CELEBRATE THE 
150TH ANNIVERSARY OF TRANSCONTINENTAL RAIL TRAVEL

By John T. Garcia
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Like hotels in a big city, your choice of cruises to 
Alaska run the gamut from high-end luxury ships and 
large or midsize ships that are perfect for families 
to boutique cruises, some with as few as 62 guests. 
You also have your choice of length of journey and 
whether you want to add a cruisetour (see sidebar). 
Some cruise lines offer short four- and five-day 
Alaska cruises out of Vancouver, British Columbia, 
Canada, while others visit Alaska as part of a  
lengthier journey, some that even travel around the 
world. And then you need to figure out where you 
want to depart, and return. Most of the cruises  
are round trip from either Vancouver or Seattle, 
Washington, but some cruise lines, such as Princess 
Cruises, are even offering round-trip departures  
from San Francisco (10 nights) and Los Angeles  
(12 nights).

A typical seven-night round-trip cruise from either 
Seattle or Vancouver will depart in the late afternoon 
and head toward the Inside Passage, a protected route 
along the coast to the northern part of the Alaskan 
panhandle. Everything is lush and green, but that’s 
to be expected in a climate that gets a fair amount of 
rain and snow. These emerald hills and mountains are 
capped by snow year-round, and there is usually  
water nearby – or even a glacier – adding to the  

picture-perfect scene. And let’s not forget the wildlife. 
Bald eagles are as common as a pigeon on a New York 
City statue. During the summer, varieties of salmon 
can be found in the rivers, along with other fish. And, 
of course, Alaska is probably the only state where you 
will see both whales and bears.

Inside Passage cruises will make three Alaskan  
port stops: Skagway, Juneau and Ketchikan, but  
not necessarily in that order. A visit to a glacier  
usually is scheduled on the trip. Many cruise lines 
visit Glacier Bay National Park and Preserve while 
others, like Disney Cruise Line and Carnival Cruise 
Line, might call on the Sawyer Glacier in the Tracy 
Arm Fjord. Depending on the length of the voyage, 

some cruises, such as Silversea Cruises, might call on 
Sitka, Alaska, on the outskirts of the Inside Passage, 
or other Alaskan ports such Haines or Wrangell or 
even Prince Rupert, British Columbia. And cruises 
from Seattle will need to stop at Victoria, British  
Columbia, to satisfy the requirements of the  
Passenger Vessel Services Act of 1886, which  
states a foreign-flagged passenger ship departing 
from and returning to the same U.S. port must visit  
a foreign port.

The northernmost of the Alaskan ports is Skagway, 
the gateway to the Yukon, where you can learn about 
the Alaska Gold Rush. The town is preserved and  
re-created to look like it did during the Gold Rush  
of the late 1800s. Don’t miss the White Pass and  
Yukon Route narrow gauge railroad, which linked 
Skagway with Whitehorse, the capital of Yukon, 
Canada. Your trip will most likely head to Fraser,  
just inside the British Columbia territory, but the  
train provides views of the landscape that you  
cannot see from a car or bus. And keep your eye  
out for wildlife, of course.

Another stop will be Juneau, Alaska, the state’s 
capital and home to the Mendenhall Glacier. At the 
Mendenhall Glacier Visitor Center you can learn 
about how glaciers form and about the various  

You have decided to take a cruise to Alaska, but that’s not the end of your decision making. There are plenty of other things 
to consider when cruising to the 49th state.

The Alaska Tourism Industry Association estimated that more than 1.1 million people visited Alaska via cruise ship in 2017 
and expects approximately the same number this year as the season runs from April through September.

THE 49TH 
STATE 
WELCOMES 
YOU Of the two million people visiting Alaska each year, 

more than half travel there on a cruise ship. By John T. Garcia

During the summer, varieties  
of salmon can be found in the  
rivers, along with other fish.  

And, of course, Alaska is probably  
the only state where you will see  

both whales and bears.
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wildlife of Alaska. There also are multiple trails to 
get different views of the glacier and Nugget Falls.  
At the Ladd Macaulay Visitor Center, just up the 
channel from where the ship docks, you can learn 
about salmon and visit the baby salmon in the  
hatchery. The facility also has hands-on exhibits 
so you have a chance to hold various types of sea 
creatures. 

And finally, your last Alaska stop will be  
Ketchikan, where you can take in a lumberjack  
show, visit Totem Bight State Park or the Misty 
Fjords National Monument. Totem Bight State Park 
consists of authentic totem poles that have been  
restored by Native Alaskans. It also features a replica 
of a chieftain’s house. The best way to see Misty 
Fjords is by floatplane, but it also is accessible by 
boat, if you are not that adventurous. For fans of the 
Discovery channel’s “Deadliest Catch,” climb aboard 
the  Aleutian Ballad (featured in season 2) and learn 
about crab fishing as well as fishing for prawn,  
halibut and rockfish. The boat will cruise around the 
area also pointing out other Alaskan wildlife like  
sea lions, bald eagles and even whales.  

You will then have a full day of cruising the Inside 
Passage before arriving back in Vancouver or have a 
stop in Victoria before heading back to Seattle. 

Whichever Alaskan experience you decide to 
choose, a cruisetour or just a cruise, make sure to 
give yourself some time to explore the cities you  
will be embarking from and disembarking from, if  
you can. Anchorage, Seattle and Vancouver have 
more to explore than you can see in just a morning  
or a day.

Cruising the Inside Passage of Alaska is one thing, 
but one of the best ways to see the rest of Alaska is 
by taking a cruisetour. Several cruise lines, including 
Celebrity Cruises, Holland America Line and Princess 
Cruises, offer cruisetours for their Alaskan season, 
which usually runs from April through September. 

These ultimate in Alaska immersion tours begin 
in either Seaward or Whittier, Alaska, across the 
peninsula from Anchorage, Alaska. You will either 
fly in to start your journey and finish with a cruise 
headed south, across the Gulf of Alaska to the Inside 
Passage; or land here following a voyage through the 
Inside Passage and across the Gulf of Alaska.

Either way, your tour will usually include visits to 
sites in Anchorage and Denali, and some will head 
all the way to Fairbanks in the interior of the state. In 
Anchorage, make sure to check out the Alaska Native 
Heritage Center as a launching point to learn about 
Native Alaskans. Besides exhibitions, it also has a 
display of indigenous housing. If you are traveling 
with children, they will enjoy the Discovery Center in 
the Anchorage Museum where you can learn about the 
northern lights, earthquakes (Alaska has about 1,000 
per month) and tidal pools in a hands-on environment.

Leaving Anchorage, your tour will most likely be 
by The Alaska Railroad to Talkeetna or Denali. Here 

you will have a chance to experience Denali National 
Park and Reserve, home to Denali (formerly Mount 
McKinley), the highest mountain in North America 
at 20,310 feet. The park and preserve is equally as 
impressive, covering an area the size of the state of 
New Hampshire. This area is perfect for spotting 
wildlife such as bears, moose, caribous, wolves and 
sheep. For the more adventurous, you can climb into 
a helicopter and tour the area from above or be taken 
to another location and head out on a hike. Or you 
can go white-water rafting and see nature from a  
different perspective.

If your tour takes you to Fairbanks, you might have 
a chance to see the northern lights, depending upon 
the time of year of your visit. You also can take a  
riverboat cruise along two of the rivers or take a 
plane heading north into the Arctic Circle to receive 
your official Arctic Circle Adventure Certificate as 
well as exploring Alaska from above along the way. 
And from Fairbanks it’s not that far to North Pole. 
No, not the north pole, but North Pole, Alaska, home 
to Santa Claus House, where it is Christmas every 
day. It features the world’s largest Santa statue and 
North Pole merchandise to purchase.

All this and a cruise, too? Where do I sign up? 
With your travel advisor, of course.

CONSIDER AN 
ALASKAN CRUISETOUR
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waterfront restaurant with picturesque 
harbor views, or perhaps stroll through an 
art gallery or take in a show at one of the 
theatres. In the evening hours the nightlife 
heats up on Granville Street in the many 
restaurants, bars and nightclubs.
   Vancouver’s oldest neighborhood, 
Gastown, grew from a single tavern 
founded in 1867. Today, the district 
retains its historic charm and independent 
spirit. Victorian architecture houses a 
thriving fashion scene, décor boutiques, 
galleries and eateries. Vancouver’s 
Chinatown, established in the 1890s, has 

been humming busily 
for more than a century 
with vivid colors, exotic 
cuisine and vibrant culture. Rich in 
history and architecture, this area 
east of downtown boasts North 
America’s third-largest Chinatown 
after New York and San Francisco.
   At the West End of Vancouver, 
which is situated close to the 
downtown area, parks and beaches 
are the main attractions. Walk or 
bike through the neighborhood and 

along the waterfront seawall to get a true feel for how 
many Vancouver residents live. Kayaking and 
paddleboarding are other popular activities. The West 
End also is the gateway to famous Stanley Park, 
which offers nearly 1,000 acres of hiking trails, as 
well as beaches, forests, attractions and activities.
   Vancouver enjoys a relatively mild Pacific Northwest 
climate and is one of Canada’s warmest cities in the 
winter, but it’s the friendly, welcoming nature of its 
citizens that truly brings warmth to its visitors.

Considered by many to be one of the most 
beautiful and interesting cities in North America, 

cosmopolitan Vancouver, British Columbia, is a 
wonderful tourist destination, known especially for its 
colorful neighborhoods, energetic nightlife and Pacific 
Northwest outdoor lifestyle. It also serves as a busy 
port for Alaska cruises April through September.
   Located on the mainland of British Columbia, amid 
towering mountains, rainforests, and the sparkling 
Pacific Ocean, this attractive city exudes beauty and a 
sense of excitement. There is much to see and 
experience here – outdoor adventure, cultural 
attractions, entertainment venues, exceptional cuisine, 
theatre and shopping. 
   One of the city’s biggest 
draws for residents and 
visitors alike is Granville 
Island. The Granville Island 
Pubic Market, which can be 
reached by car or ferries, 
serves as a hub of activity, 
with rows of stalls offering 
fresh produce, gourmet 
foods, bakery goods and 
seafood. Enjoy the local 
seafood while dining at a 

EXPERIENCE ROMANTIC VENICE, ITALY
A trip to Italy is truly a celebration of life, where you 
will discover immense cultural and historical wealth, 
superb cuisine and friendly people. 

For 400 years the romantic city of Venice in the 
northern Italian region of Veneto has attracted the 

finest painters, architects and craftsmen in the world. 
Spend your days exploring the magnificent sites of 

this 1,700-year-old city, such as the Piazza San Marco, 
with its stunning St. Mark’s Basilica and the Doge’s 
Palace, where all the most religious and civil 
ceremonies have been held. Walk through narrow 
alleys and across the curved bridges of this picturesque 
city, taking in the shops where famous Venetian glass 
and lace are on display. Sip an espresso at a sidewalk 

cafe and experience 
the unique 
atmosphere that 
makes Venice one of 
the most visited cities 
in the world.
   If you’re a 
romantic at heart, 
you will not want to 
miss taking a 
gondola ride. The 
Bridge of Sighs is 
always a popular 
place to kiss, but if 
you’re looking to 
escape the crowds, 
you may want to find 
a quiet ride on the 
back canals, such as 

the San Polo neighborhood.
   There are 150 canals with more than 400 bridges that 
connect Venice’s 118 small islands in the Venetian 
Lagoon. If you choose to dine near the famous Rialto 
Bridge, a stone arch that crosses the Grand Canal, you 
can watch the gondolas and their stripe-shirted 
gondoliers lazily drift along the Grand Canal. While a 
prime tourist attraction today, the Rialto Bridge was once 
a mecca for trade when Venice was a maritime power.  
   Venice is, as one might expect, also known for its 
fabulous museums. The Galleria dell’Accademia is one 
of Italy’s most important art museums, with 24 rooms 
in three historic buildings. The museum boasts stunning 
Venetian treasures. Stroll the halls where paintings from 
the 14th to 18th centuries are represented, including 
those by Paolo Veneziano and Giovanni Bellini. 
Venice’s largest cache of 18th-century art is located in 
the Ca’Rezzonico, displaying three floors of paintings, 
sculpture and furnishings as well as four rooms 
containing significant works by Giambattista, Tiepolo 
and Francesco Guardi. 
   Italians have a saying: dolce vita. The literal 
translation is sweet life, and that is what they offer. 
The manifestation of dolce vita varies from city to 
coast to island, but the message is the same: Life here 
is meant to be enjoyed.

By Judie Karhan

VANCOUVER, BRITISH COLUMBIA: GEM OF THE 
PACIFIC NORTHWEST

By Judie Karhan
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While Portugal has lived in the shadow of 
Spain for centuries, it has emerged into the 
spotlight as one of Europe’s most unique 
destinations, with wonderful seaside resorts 
in the sunny southern region, charming 
towns and villages worthy of exploration, and 
an intriguing capital city, Lisbon.

Lisbon has been the capital of Portugal since its 
conquest from the Moors in 1147, and much 

of its historical character is still intact. The historic 
center of the city is built on seven hills, making some 
of the city’s streets too steep for motor vehicles. So, 
there are three funiculars and an elevator to take 
people up and down. The Alfama District is one of 
the oldest quarters in Lisbon. Since it largely survived 
the earthquake of 1755 that destroyed much of the 
city, the area has retained most of its original layout. 
Explore the narrow streets and alleys, squares and 
churches of this historic residential neighborhood; 
then climb to the castle at the top of the hill to take in 
inspiring panoramic views of the city.
   It is Lisbon’s hillside position beside the Tagus 
River that originally attracted traders and settlers, and 
it’s still a stunning sight. Wide, tree lined avenues are 
accented by art nouveau buildings, mosaic pavement, 
and an endless stream of cafes. Sights of interest 
include Jeronimo’s Monastery and Belem Tower, 

both UNESCO World Heritage Sites; the Padrao dos 
Descobrimentos (Monument to the Discoveries); and 
the National Coach Museum. Along Lisbon’s coastal 
road, villas and hotels built from the beginning of 
the 20th century line lovely beaches. Just north of 
Lisbon is Ericeira, a small fishing village that is now 
recognized as one of the world’s surfing reserves. 
   West of Lisbon lies the 
coastal resort of Cascais and 
Estoril, which has achieved 
notoriety ever since King 
Luis I chose to make the 
area his summer residence 
in the late 19th century. The 
mansions scattered about 
Cascais and Monte Estoril 
hint at its history as a haven 
for exiled European royals 
and nobility. Be sure to 
also stop in the picturesque 
town of Sintra, the famous 
summer residence of 
Portuguese kings for six 
centuries. Here, you can 
visit the 19th-century palace, 
Quinta da Regaleira.
   Like Spain, Portugal is 
really a nation of different 
parts. In the north is the 
town of Porto, classified 
by UNESCO as a World 
Heritage Site. This is where the country’s world-famous 
port wine originated. A visit to the cellars in Vila Nova 
de Gaia will get you free tastings of the famous product. 
Also in the north, approximately 78 miles from Lisbon, 
lies Fatima. Each year, millions of pilgrims and tourists 
from around the world visit this town to pay homage to 
one of the most important Catholic shrines dedicated to 
the Virgin Mary.
   Traveling southward along Portugal’s coastline, 
travelers find a region sprinkled with sleepy villages, 
vineyards and castles, and picturesque towns such 

as the historic hilltop town of Obidos, encircled by a 
fortified wall. With a history dating back to the Middle 
Ages, it remains a well-preserved example of medieval 
architecture. The winding alleyways of the walled city 
lead to the famous 8th-century Castle of Obidos. 

   Venture farther inland, through the Portuguese 
countryside, to explore the medieval walled city of 

Evora, as well as the medieval 
hilltop village of Monsaraz, 
which has carefully preserved 
its original charm. From the 
13th-century castle, enjoy 
amazing panoramic views of 
the countryside.

           To the south lies Portugal’s 
famous Algarve region, the 
Portuguese equivalent of 
Spain’s Costa del Sol, drawing 
many tourists from Europe 
in search of sunny seaside 
resort living. Situated in the 
extreme south of Portugal, 
this part of the territory was 
the last to be conquered from 
the Moors by the Portuguese 
King Afonso III in 1249. 
You will still find traces of 
the Moorish presence in the 
unique terraces, chimneys and 
whitewashed houses that form 
the region’s villages. Stroll 

through the historic resort town of Lagos, with its 
Moorish and Renaissance influences. Venture through 
the fortress and historic buildings while taking in the 
surrounding ocean views. In Faro, at the very southern 
tip of Portugal, explore the city’s historic center with 
its 6th-century Roman walls, dramatic coastline and 
architectural gems. 
   While Portugal’s historical significance is certainly 
a draw for curious travelers, it also can be appreciated 
for its magnificent coastal and countryside scenery, 
along with a sunny disposition.

DISCOVER PICTURESQUE PORTUGAL

By Gretchen Zauner
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TRAVEL ADVISORS OF LOS GATOS

CST 1002864-10

TRAVEL AND VACATION PROTECTION.
DON’T BE WITHOUT IT! 

Vacations can take months to plan and only hours to ruin if you have to 
cancel a trip or get sick while traveling. Protect your travel investment 

with insurance. It’s reasonable and covers all trip interruptions. 
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ON SALE NOW!
ASK US ABOUT GROUP PRICING!
Call Travel Advisors Today!!  

408-354-6531 of 800-446-8644
CST# 1002861-10

 2019 Inaugural 
European Sailings:

Amalfi Coast
& Greek Isles
The Iberian 
Peninsula

The Western 
Mediterranean 
Italy, France 

& Spain
Transatlantic

Choose from over 600 cruises and book 
between July 18, 2018 - November 19, 2018 

and receive ALL 4 with ANY stateroom:
• Signature Beverage Package
• Dinner in the Pinnacle Grill
• Free or reduced fares for 3rd/4th

guests (taxes, fees and port expenses are 
additional)

• 50% reduced deposit

Upgrade to a suite and ALSO RECEIEVE 
$200 Shipboard spending money!

IS BACK!

DON'T WAIT - CALL TRAVEL ADVISORS TODAY
and let us help you start the journey of a lifetime!

408-354-6531 OR 1-800-446-8644

DON'T WAIT - CALL TRAVEL ADVISORS TODAY
and let us help you start the journey of a lifetime!

408-354-6531 OR 1-800-446-8644

Travel Advisors Presents:
COUNTRY ROADS 

OF IRELAND 
An 11-Night guided journey 

from Dublin to Belfast!
Encounter castles, ruins, lakes and 

the natural wonders of Ireland as you  
journey along the wild and 

enchanting coast.

From $3325 per person
offered by:

Moll's Gap

Blarney Castle

Dingle Peninsula

Giant's Causeway

For more information on 
this incredible journey

CALL MAUN
408-354-6531

BOOK NOW

and Travel Advisors 

will i
nclude a 

$35 Optional Tour!

12-night Mediterranean Crossroads Voyage

10-night Baltic Bliss Voyage

16-night Atolls, Falls, & Fauna Voyage16-night Atolls, Falls, & Fauna Voyage
San Francisco to Papeete Aboard Oceania's Regatta 

November 1, 2019 CALL FOR PRICING!
Oahu│Maui│Hilo│Nuku Hiva, Marquesas│Moorea

10-night Baltic Bliss Voyage
Southampton to Stockholm Aboard Oceania's Marina

August 14, 2019 - From $2799 
Oslo│Copenhagen│Berlin (Warnemünde )│Visby 

Tallinn│St. Petersburg│Helsinki

12-night Mediterranean Crossroads Voyage
Monte Carlo to Barcelona Aboard Oceania's Marina 

November 11, 2019 from $3399
Florence/Pisa (Livorno)│Rome (Civitavecchia) 

Sorrento│Heraklion│Santorini│Athens (Piraeus) 
Valletta│Palma de Mallorca

CALL NOW!
Book any of 

these 3 voyages 
and receive 

$100 ship board 
credit per 

stateroom & 
Free Gratuities 
from Oceania 

AND $100 off of 
your booking 
from Travel 

Advisors!

Call Today!
Travel Advisors
408-354-6531 or

800-446-8644
CST# 1002861-10




