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MY LATEST TRIP OF A LIFETIME: IWO JIMA PLUS …
PRESIDENT’S CORNER
by Ed Stahl

I had wanted to visit Iwo Jima ever since I entered
the travel industry. I am interested in history and a
collector of World War II sites. For decades many
ships have offered circle-island tours, but I wanted
to set foot on this historic place. Thanks to the Iwo Jima Association of
America and Military Historical Tours, I was able to do just that for the
73rd anniversary of the Battle of Iwo Jima (Feb. 19, 2018).
Our tour – a military tour, limited to those who served in WWII’s
Pacific Theatre or their survivors, and certain other qualified veterans –
included several islands that were key to the Allies’ success over
Japan in the war.
We first visited Saipan and Tinian. These two of the Mariana Islands
were strategic sites for air bases. Their location made them ideal for the
U.S. to send then-new, long-range B-29 bombers to the home islands of
Japan. Saipan is the largest of the Marianas and was taken first. Tinian,
however, is better known because it was from here that the two atomic
bombs that really won the war were launched. After being captured
from the Japanese in August 1944, Tinian became the busiest airfield
of the war. Today its runways are being steadily reclaimed by jungle.
Guam, a U.S. possession since 1898, was captured by Japan at the
time of the Pearl Harbor invasion in 1941. It was recaptured by the
U.S. in July 1944 and today is an unincorporated territory of the
United States.
In its early history, Guam had been a Spanish holding, and we visited
Fort Nuestra Señora de la Soledad, which dates to the 18th century, as
part of our visit there.
The highlight of the trip was, of course, Iwo Jima. Two United
chartered planes carried about 250 of us from Guam to Iwo Jima for
the “Reconciliation,” a ceremony which has been held on the island
marking key anniversaries of the battle and reminding that enmity
should be buried and peace ensue.
We visited Invasion Beach, where so many fought and died for
our freedom. We collected bottles of the volcanic ash which lines the
shores of the island. “It’s not sand,” we were repeatedly cautioned.
It is illegal to remove sand from the island. The island’s name
actually means “Sulphur Island.” It is still an active volcanic region,

and the beach where the invasion took place has risen more than
56 feet since 1945.
We also made it to the summit of Mount Suribachi, the high
point of the island, and site of Joe Rosenthal’s iconic Pulitzer
Prize-winning photograph of Marines raising the U.S. flag.
Peleliu, an island of the nation of Palau and the last stop of our
tour, was the site of one of the bloodiest battles in the Pacific during
the war. It should be a tropical paradise, but rather is a sort of openair museum, with tanks, bombs, guns and shells rusting where they
were left when the war ended. A sign at the harbor says “Welcome
to Peleliu – Land of Enchantment,” but as the boat approaches the
dock, a second sign becomes visible. “Remember that WWII
ordnance is still dangerous and can injure or kill!”
I am excited and proud to have been able to visit these historic
places. Truly this was the trip of a lifetime!
Call Travel Advisors today to start your
own trip of a lifetime! (408) 354-6531
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TRAVEL TRENDS
AMERICAN CRUISE LINES DEBUTS
ITS NEWEST SHIP, AMERICAN
CONSTITUTION

PRINCESS CRUISES ANNOUNCES
ENCOUNTERS WITH DISCOVERY AT
SEA PROGRAM LINEUP FOR 2018
Princess Cruises has announced the 2018 Encounters
with Discovery at SEA speaker series program
welcoming a variety of celebrities and notables to
share their experiences on board with guests on
select sailings this year. From astronomy, sports and
entertainment to pop culture, the Encounters with
Discovery at SEA speakers will educate, inspire and
entertain guests on the high seas. The program is
curated as part of the Discovery at SEA partnership
with DiscoveryTM which launched in 2014.
Ask your travel agent for more information about
guest speakers on Princess’ California Coast and
Europe sailings.

SEABOURN TO TEMPT GUESTS WITH
A WEALTH OF CULINARY OPTIONS
ABOARD THE NEW SEABOURN
OVATION
Seabourn, the world’s finest ultraluxury cruise line,
is readying an exceptional menu of dining options to
delight guests of its newest ship, Seabourn Ovation.
The fifth ultraluxury vessel in the Seabourn fleet sets
the table for world-class, award-winning dining with
five restaurants offering a selection of dishes inspired by
world-renowned, Michelin-starred Chef Thomas Keller.
“Seabourn has continuously been recognized for the
superb quality of our cuisine, and we will continue
our leadership with the launch of Seabourn Ovation,”
said Richard Meadows, president of Seabourn. “As
the ship spends its maiden season cruising the coasts
and exploring the hidden gems of Northern Europe
this summer, guests can look forward to a wonderful
culinary experience.”

HONDURAS COMMITTED TO
TOURISM DEVELOPMENT WITH
ADDITION OF NEW AIRLINES,
CRUISES AND HOTELS

DISNEYLAND® RESORT
INTRODUCES PIXAR PIER
The wonderful worlds of Pixar get a new home at
Disney California Adventure Park when Pixar Pier opens
on June 23, 2018, transforming the area that is now
Paradise Pier with the thrilling new Incredicoaster, four
new neighborhoods, the new Lamplight Lounge, plus
exciting entertainment, themed foods and beverages.
Beloved Pixar stories are introduced in the four
new whimsical neighborhoods: Incredibles Park,
inspired by Disney•Pixar’s “The Incredibles,”
which opens with the new Incredicoaster; Toy Story
Boardwalk, which includes the popular Toy Story
Mania! attraction; Pixar Promenade, where Mickey’s
Fun Wheel transforms into Pixar Pal-A-Round,
allowing guests to enjoy the sights of Pixar Pier from
24 new gondolas; and Inside Out Headquarters, at the
west end of the pier, which will feature a new familyfriendly attraction at a later date.
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Notably one of Central
America’s most underthe-radar destinations,
Honduras is making
strides in its tourism
sector. Honduras Tourism
reports that the country
has enjoyed a steady increase in tourism arrivals over
the past few years, having welcomed more than two
million visitors in 2017.
The country’s cruise offerings are a main driver for
its tourism industry, with several new cruise ships
having arrived in 2017, including those of Celebrity
Cruises and Viking Ocean Cruises. Honduras also
has generated growth in its international airline
connectivity and announced new hotel developments.
Honduras boasts a wealth of nature and wildlife
and numerous unparalleled experiences, including
the Rio Platano Biosphere Reserve, designated a
Natural Heritage Site by UNESCO; several impressive
archeological sites such as Copan; river rafting and
jungle rappelling adventures as well as reef diving.

American Cruise Lines’ American Constitution has
completed its inaugural season on Chesapeake Bay and
will this summer make Grand New England lobsterbake
cruises and Hudson River Fall Foliage cruises in the fall.
The coastal river ship will return to Chesapeake Bay
in late October 2018 for a few more 11-day, 10-night
American Revolution cruises, including a special
Colonial Holiday cruise departing December 23, 2018.
American Cruise Lines has a fleet of 10 ships
and operates the largest and newest modern fleet of
authentic paddle wheelers, coastal cruise ships and the
only modern riverboat in the country. With more than
35 itineraries visiting 25 states, American cruises along
the rivers, as well as the coastal and inland waterways
of New England, Alaska, the Pacific Northwest, the
Mississippi River system and the Southeast.

SCARY THINGS WILL BE HAPPENING
AT UNIVERSAL ORLANDO RESORT
THIS HALLOWEEN
Universal Orlando Resort
partners with Netflix to bring
“Stranger Things” to life
for this year’s “Halloween
Horror Nights.” Fans of the
series will get the chance to
brave the Upside Down and
confront the supernatural as
each park debuts all-new mazes inspired by season one
of the critically acclaimed series.
The parallel universe, referred to as the Upside
Down, that terrorized the small town of Hawkins,
Indiana, in Netflix’s megahit “Stranger Things”
will bring the chittering, predatory Demogorgon to
Halloween Horror Nights to stalk unwitting guests
as they encounter iconic scenes, characters and
environments from the mesmerizing series.
Halloween Horror Nights 2018 begin Sept. 14 and
will run on select nights through Nov. 3. Vacation
packages are on sale now.

Editor in Chief: Mirko Antonio Ilich, CTC
Editor: Judie L. Karhan
Associate Editor: John T. Garcia
Art Directors: Bruce Mendelson • Lars E. Fruth
Contributing Editorial Staff and Writers:
Gretchen Zauner • Spenser F. Barnes
President: Angela M. Ilich
Controller: Wanda Perry
Operations: Tracy Tobler
Corporate headquarters is located at 28338 Constellation Road, Unit 990, Santa Clarita, California, 91355; (661) 295-1250.
Copyright © 2018 by Traveling Times, Inc. Designright 2018 by 34.30 Design Group. All rights reserved. This consumer
newspaper is published by Traveling Times, Inc., for the travel and tourism industry. Information on pages 1 and 8, and when
applicable, pages 4 and 5, or special sections are furnished by the travel agent and/or advertiser, and Traveling Times, Inc.,
assumes no responsibility for its accuracy. Reproduction of copyrighted contents in whole or in part is prohibited without prior
permission by the publisher.

SUMMER 2018

A NEW FLEET OF CRUISE SHIPS
MSC Seaview

By John T. Garcia

The new models continue to arrive from
Europe with luxurious seating, premium
sound and high-tech amenities.

E

xcept you won’t find the new-car smell in these
models because they are cruise ships, and the
ones debuting this year and next are capable of
handling anywhere from 100 to 6,600 passengers.
The largest of these ships,
in fact now the world’s
largest cruise ship, Royal
Caribbean’s Symphony of
the Seas, set sail earlier
this year and will cruise
the Mediterranean Sea
through October. It will then
head to Miami to cruise
the Caribbean for the rest
of 2018 and all of 2019.
Carnival Panorama
Billed as the “the world’s

most Instagrammable ship,”
the Symphony of the Seas
features 2,759 staterooms
and can hold 6,680
passengers.
The fourth of Royal
Caribbean’s Oasis-class
ships, the Symphony of the
Seas includes the usual tall
waterslide (The Ultimate
Abyss) and surf simulators.
Celebrity Edge
But this ship also offers a
glow-in-the-dark laser tag experience with Battle for
Planet Z and a submarine-themed escape room called
Puzzle Break: Escape the Rubicon.
At the other end of the spectrum, the 100-passenger
National Geographic Venture will launch this
summer for cruises in Alaska’s Inside Passage and
British Columbia before heading south for Baja
California cruises in the winter months. Operated
by Lindblad Expeditions, these cruises offer a more
intimate experience of the destination in a way
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BRING SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE

RCI’s Symphony of the Seas

that only National Geographic can provide. The
National Geographic Venture will be the 10th ship in
Lindblad’s fleet.
The ship getting the most buzz (or is that a hum?)
is Norwegian Cruise Line’s Norwegian Bliss, which
launched this spring. The third in NCL’s Breakaway
Plus line (the Norwegian Encore is scheduled to
debut in 2019), the Norwegian Bliss features the
largest race track on a cruise
ship. (What was that about
new-car smell?) The twolevel, electric-car racetrack
allows drivers to race around
the track at speeds up to 30
mph. And because the cars
are electric, there is virtually
no motor noise, just a hum,
as not to disturb the wildlife
in Alaska, where the ship will
spend its first summer. There
is no age limit to drive, only
height requirements of at least
48 inches tall and not taller
than 79 inches (Golden State
Warriors’ Klay Thompson is
pushing it). If racing is not
your thing, there also is laser
tag on the top deck as well
as Ocean Loops, a double
waterslide that extends 11 feet
over the side of the ship.
For those not looking for
such thrills, the Norwegian Bliss has two musicals,
“Happy Hour Prohibition – The Musical” and the
Tony-award winning “Jersey Boys.” And, of course,
food can always be found on a cruise ship, and the
Norwegian Bliss is no different with Q, a Texas-style
restaurant serving wood-smoked meats, and Coco’s, a
dessert shop specializing in chocolate.
MSC Cruises has three more ships entering service
this year and next, two of them sister ships of vessels
that launched last year. The MSC Seaview will debut

Norwegian Bliss

this summer in the Mediterranean and is capable of
carrying 5,100 passengers, just like the MSC Seaside.
Next spring, the MSC Bellissima will launch and spend
the summer in the Mediterranean before moving to
the Persian Gulf for the winter. Similar to the MSC
Meraviglia, it can accommodate 4,500 passengers.
As part of its expansion to the United States market,
the MSC Meraviglia will be moving its home port to
Miami in the fall of 2019, joining the MSC Seaside.
MSC Cruises also is building its largest ship, both
in gross tonnage and passenger space, with the MSC
Grandiosa. With a maximum capacity of 6,600
guests, the MSC Grandiosa will weigh in at 181,000
gross tons, still 47,000 gross tons lighter than Royal
Caribbean’s Symphony of the Seas.
Another cruise line going big is Celebrity Cruises.
This fall it will premiere the first of four announced
ships in its Edge class with the debut of the
Celebrity Edge. With room for 2,900 passengers, the
Celebrity Edge also will feature the cruise line’s first
staterooms for solo travelers.
Holland America Line will debut a sister ship to
the 2,650-passenger Koningsdam with the Nieuw
Statendam this fall, although it will have eight more
staterooms than the Koningsdam.
Viking Cruises, mainly known for its river cruises,
launched its fifth ocean cruises ship this spring with the
930-passenger Viking Orion and its sixth, similar-sized
ship, the Viking Jupiter, will be delivered next spring.
The line plans to have 16 ships in its fleet by 2027.
Also coming in 2019 are Royal Caribbean’s
Spectrum of the Seas, a class down from the
Symphony of the Seas, with a maximum capacity
of 4,900; Costa Cruises’ Costa Smeralda, a
6,500-passenger vessel that will be one of the first
cruise ships to run on liquefied natural gas; Princess
Cruises’ Sky Princess, the fourth ship in its Royal
class, capable of accommodating 3,600 guests; and
Carnival Cruise Line’s Carnival Panorama, another
of the large Vista class ships which can carry 4,000
passengers, and this one will be based in Long Beach,
California.
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DISCOVER SEA LIFE, ANCIENT RUINS

George Town, Grand Cayman

Sometimes I’m asked why my wife and I chose to take a Western Caribbean cruise instead of an Eastern Caribbean cruise. Disney Cruise
Line, and even the ship we were on (the Disney Fantasy), sails both itineraries, but it was just a matter of timing for us and the family we were
traveling with at the time.
I’m glad we did since we have been to the west coast of Mexico on various occasions but have never been to the east coast. With port stops in
Costa Maya and Cozumel, we literally got to see a different side of Mexico.

GRAND CAYMAN, SIR TURTLE
AND HELL
Departing from Port Canaveral, Florida, we had a
full day at sea to explore the ship before we arrived
at our first stop, Grand Cayman. We had arranged
to take a duck boat tour of the local sites of George
Town. It included a brief trip through the water to
see the coral and a fish feeding frenzy via cameras
mounted under the duck boat.
Back at the cruise port we enjoyed lunch at one of
the local restaurants, then our cruising friends split
with us to head to nearby Hell. Located north of
George Town, past Seven Mile Beach, Hell features
black limestone deposits, but it’s the post office and
gift shop which draws visitors with souvenirs with
the town’s name. The gift shop will even stamp your
passport with a Hell seal.
Meanwhile, back in town, after doing some
shopping, we headed off to get our passports
stamped with a unique imprint. Sir Turtle, with a
peg leg and holding a sword, is the Cayman Islands’
Department of Tourism’s official logo and he
also appears on the Department of Immigration’s
passport stamp.
4

There are plenty of other options for excursions
on Grand Cayman, including viewing the sea life
close-up in a variety of ways. You can go diving
at the Cayman Wall with dive masters, swim with
dolphins, pet stingrays, hold starfish or just observe
the creatures from the safety of a submarine or
glass-bottom boat.
You also can explore the island by either a fourwheel-drive vehicle or two-wheeled bicycle, which
comes with safety gear. This way you could visit
Hell and get your souvenirs and passport stamped
or just go on a shopping trip.

CRUISING THE BEACH
IN GOLF CARTS
Our next port stop was Costa Maya on the east
coast of Mexico’s Yucatan Peninsula. Our plan here
was to tour the area in a couple of rented golf carts.
Once the ship docked, we walked down a long pier to
the port area, where there were plenty of shops and a
couple of restaurants. Just outside we found our golf
carts and headed out on our journey.
We had no idea where to go and were told to just
stay on the roads and marked areas. The operators

also told us that a certain restaurant near the beach
would give a discount if we ate there, but the name
of the place and directions there were not clear. We
headed out and started driving around the town, not
sure where we were going but just exploring the area.
We quickly discovered, with the exception of beaches
and some restaurants/bars, there was not much else to
see near the port.
We ventured past the village of Mahahual, just
south of Costa Maya, with its hotels, restaurants,
bars and a lighthouse. It seemed like a nice place to
stop and visit, but we wanted to keep exploring so we
continued driving south along the sand-covered road,
just a stone’s throw from the ocean. The weather
was nice and we enjoyed the trip. The scenery on
the beachside was postcard-worthy and occasionally
we’d come to an area where someone had set up
umbrellas and lounges to entice visitors to the beach.
After about an hour or so, we finally hit the end of
the road (well, the public-access portion, at least) so
we turned around and headed back to the port area.
We did some shopping here in the various stores and
stalls and had some drinks. The port area has been
enhanced since we visited and, along with upgrades
to the shops and restaurants, now includes an aviary

w ww.trav elad v is o rs o f lo s g ato s .com

ER 2018

S IN THE WESTERN CARIBBEAN

By
John T. Garcia

Chichen Itza

featuring birds of the Caribbean, a Mayan spa, a
snorkeling bay and demonstration on the history of
chocolate.
Another nearby addition is Mayá, Lost Mayan
Kingdom, adventure park. It is a water park with
zip lines and a zip line coaster. It has a variety of
waterslides, a lazy river, relaxing pool and separate
area with water activities and slides for younger
children.

ANCIENT HISTORY AT THE RUINS
Much farther from the port, and centuries older, is
Kohunlich, a large site of Mayan ruins. Located more
than two hours from the port, these ruins are known
for the Temple of the Masks. Built in approximately
500 A.D. this pyramidlike structure features stucco
masks portraying the Mayan sun god, Kinich Ahau.
The entire site covers more than 21 acres, much of it
yet to be unearthed, but researchers have uncovered
an acropolis and a courtyard.
Looking back, we could have ventured out with
others on a closer excursion to see Mayan ruins at
Chacchoben, about 45 miles from the port. The site
features three restored pyramids among the ruins in
this jungle area. We were aware of it, but we were
saving our archaeological visit for Cozumel, our
next port.
Just a short jaunt up the coast from Coast Maya and
across the strait from Playa del Carmen is the island
and municipality of Cozumel. The ship docked in San
Miguel de Cozumel and we saw there was another
cruise terminal farther south of the city with even

more cruise ships in port. Unlike Grand Cayman,
we did not have to take tender boats here and just
had to walk off the ship on to the pier and out to the
port terminal.
Our excursion here was through the cruise line and
we boarded our bus just outside the terminal. In about
30 minutes we had reached San Gervasio, a Mayan
archeological site. With some ruins dating back
more than 1,000 years, the area was thought to be
abandoned by the 17th century. It is an interesting
look at the way the Mayans lived and worshiped
on the island. We continued our history lesson at
Discover Mexico Park, with its museum showcasing
a variety of Mexican art, both historical and regional,
and gardens with dioramas of Mexico’s landmarks
and pyramids.
One of the largest Mayan communities, and one
of Mexico’s most visited archaeological sites, is
Chichen Itza. The ruins have more than a hundred
structures, including the largest ball court, and are
spread out across six square miles. An excursion to
this UNESCO World Heritage Site is available from
Cozumel, however the traveling time is three hours
each way.

Cozumel

fragile limestone. Or, put on a wetsuit and a lighted
helmet and head into the Rio Secreto to explore the
caves and waterways of this subterranean wonder.
You also could explore the island of Cozumel in a
variety of vehicles: a van, a four-wheel-drive SUV,
a Segway through a Mayan village or an all-terrain
vehicle on the beach.
For foodies, there are a few choices, including
learning how to cook a full meal from a Mexican
chef and enjoying it with a glass of wine. You also
can learn how to find the right wine to pair with
chocolate on a different tour. For the children in the
group, there is one outing where you learn about
chocolate and piñatas and then make a chocolate bar
and a traditional piñata. There also is an excursion
in which you learn how to make various salsas and
then learn how to dance the salsa.
When we head to the Western Caribbean again, and
I think we will at some point, we will spend more
time at Discover Mexico Park, try to get over to Hell
and explore the pyramids in Costa Maya. But I think
we need to check out the Eastern Caribbean first to
see what we might be missing.

PLENTY OF THINGS TO DO
Other excursion options include the Tulum ruins
and Xcaret Park, a self-described eco-archaeological
theme park with natural, historical and cultural
attractions. You also could go river tubing at Xel-Ha
Park, zip line at Xplor Park or snorkel in some of
Playa del Carmen’s cenotes, natural wells cut out of

A cenote
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ICELAND: SCANDINAVIAN LAND OF FIRE AND ICE
By Judie Karhan
Shaped by the powerful forces of nature – glaciers,
volcanoes and the mighty Atlantic Ocean – Iceland
is perhaps best described as a land of contrasts, both
geologically and culturally.

G

lacier ice and cooled lava cover approximately
one-tenth of the country’s total area. The island
nation is home to approximately 200 volcanoes and one
of Europe’s largest glacier (Vatnajökull), as well as an
abundance of thermal springs. These conditions have
created resilient people, with strong bonds to their
naturally beautiful surroundings. The cosmopolitan
capital city of Reykjavik is known for its cultural
liveliness, modern architecture and exceptional cuisine.
The best way to get
acquainted with Reykjavik
is to walk through the old
section of the city, with its
towering Hallgrimskirkja
church and harbor.
Venturing beyond
Reykjavik, the spectacular
route known as Golden
Circle takes you to many of
Iceland’s renowned
wonders: Thingvallir’s rift
valley, where the North

American and Eurasian tectonic plates
meet; Gulfoss waterfall, a stunning
100-foot double cascade; and the
fountain geyser known as Strokkur.
Visit the Friöheimar greenhouse
cultivation center to learn how the
Icelanders grow delicious pesticidefree vegetables with the aid of
geothermal energy.
In the ancient town of Húsavik, be
sure to visit the whaling museum. Then
gear up in thermal wear to do some
whale watching on Skálfandi Bay.
Aboard specialized boats, get as close
to whales as you can in
northern Iceland. You
may see the humpback,
minke, orca, fin or even the giant blue
whales that frequent these waters.
Along Diamond Circle, a scenic
circuit that covers more than 160 miles,
marvel at stunning waterfalls and Lake
Myvatn, the Blue Lagoon of the north.
Enjoy time exploring the warm,
mineral-rich geothermal waters of this
man-made lagoon.
Are you ready for a place unlike any

other? Experience the otherworldliness of the
Snaefellsnes Peninsula, with its landscapes of black
sand beaches, stunning cliffs, mountain peaks,
volcanic craters, plunging waterfalls, rocky coastlines
and tiny fishing villages.
With all of these adventurous experiences – and so
many more – Iceland presents an unparalleled
vacation. Add to this the warmth and friendliness of
the Icelanders, and you will see clearly the depth of
the Scandinavian spirit.

GRAND CANYON NATIONAL PARK CELEBRATES ITS 100TH ANNIVERSARY
By John T. Garcia
It might have taken more than 35 years from when
the first bill was introduced to get National Park
status for the Grand Canyon, but next year the
Arizona landmark will be celebrating its 100th
anniversary as a national park.
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fficially designated a National Park by an act of
Congress on February 26, 1919, this UNESCO
World Heritage Site has become the second-most visited
national park in the United States behind the Great
Smoky Mountains in North Carolina and Tennessee.
Start making your
plans to visit during
its centennial
celebration to take
full advantage of
everything the park
has to offer. From
hiking down into the
canyon or just
enjoying the view
from the rim, the
park provides
something for those
who love the
outdoors.
Grand Canyon
Village, on the
Canyon’s South Rim,
offers three different
areas of interest and
is open year-round:

• The Visitor Center/Mather Point is where most
visitors drive in and first experience the vastness of
the canyon. It also is home to the transit center for
the park’s free shuttle-bus system.
• Market Plaza is where visitors can find the general
store, bank and post office.
• The Historic District is home to the original lodges
and the railroad depot, harkening back to the village’s
early days.
The Grand Canyon Railway started taking visitors the
Grand Canyon before it was even a national park, back
in 1901. Now, you can travel from Williams, Arizona,
into the park and even spend the night at the Grand
Canyon Railway Hotel. Be sure to ask about the AAA
“Rails to the Rim” package.
For a different experience, you can see the “other
side” of the Grand Canyon by paying a visit to the
North Rim, which is typically only open from May 15
through Oct. 15 because of snow. It also features
lodging, restaurants and shops but is only frequented by
10 percent of the guests who visit the Grand Canyon.
To celebrate its centennial, Grand Canyon National
Park plans to mark the occasion by honoring the past
and motivating the next generation of visitors to help
protect the park’s various important resources.
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SEE MORE OF PARIS WITH A SPECIAL PASS

By Spenser F. Barnes

When you visit a city you’ve never been to before, you
want to see everything you can. While that usually is not
possible with the time, or money, you have budgeted for
yourself, sometimes there are things that can help.

B

esides a
great
travel advisor,
the Paris
Convention
and Visitors
Bureau makes
visiting the
City of Lights
easier with the
Paris Passlib’. The pass covers a variety of museums
and monuments in Paris as well as transportation
options throughout the city, allowing you to make the
most of your visit.
Presented as a card, the pass is available for purchase
for one, two, three or five days for adults, young adults
and children. It can be purchased ahead of time from the
Paris Convention and Visitors Bureau (en.parisinfo.com)
and mailed to your home, delivered to your hotel or
picked up once you arrive in Paris.
You can even add the option of a fast-track ticket to
the second level of the Eiffel Tower once you choose
your pass. At 1,063 feet tall, the Eiffel Tower is the

second tallest structure in France and the
third level of the tower provides panoramic
views of Paris.
Among the museums you can visit with the
pass is the Louvre, considered to be the world’s
largest art museum. Here you will find the
Venus de Milo, Leonardo da Vinci’s “Mona
Lisa” and artifacts dating from 4,000 B.C.
The pass also gets you entry into the Palace
of Versailles, the home of the kings of France
from 1682 until the French Revolution of
1789, and a UNESCO World Heritage Site;
the Notre-Dame de Paris, the cathedral for the
Catholic Archdiocese of Paris; the Arc de
Triomphe de l’Étoile; and the tomb of
Emperor Napoleon Bonaparte I.
Other museums include the Musée Picasso,
featuring more than 5,000 works of art of the
Spanish artist Pablo Picasso, and the Musée
Rodin, dedicated to French sculptor Auguste
Rodin, and is home to three of his most
famous pieces, The Thinker, The Kiss and
The Gates of Hell.
The Paris Convention and Visitors Bureau
card can be translated into a variety of
languages to accommodate your needs, so there
is no reason not to make the most of your trip to
Paris and see everything you want to see.

THE OBERAMMERGAU PASSION PLAY
By Gretchen Zauner
Experience This Magnificent Performance in 2020

O

nce every 10 years, in Germany’s small Bavarian
village of Oberammergau, a theatrical religious
production is performed, known as the Passion Play.
This inspiring play, which draws visitors from around the
world, is based on the Bible’s account of the final days
of Jesus Christ.
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The story of the play began in 1633, at which time
the Oberammergau villagers promised to perform the
suffering, death and resurrection of Christ every 10th
year, in so far as no one was to die of the ravaging
bubonic plague anymore. The villagers were
answered by God, and therefore in 1634 the
first Passion Play took place. This promise
has been kept until today, with performances
being held from mid-May to early October.
The five-hour
production involves more
that 2,000 performers,
musicians and stage
technicians, all residents
of the village, who bring the story of
Jesus of Nazareth to the impressive
open-air stage of the Passion Play
Theatre. Almost half of
Oberammergau’s population will
devotedly act out the story of the
man whose tidings for more than
2,000 years have brought hope and
power of life to an incredible
number of people.
In 2020, the 42nd Passion Play will
be performed, and already tickets for

the event are in high demand. Spoken dramatic text,
music and songs are performed in German, with a
printed translation of the script available in English. In
addition, visitors can enjoy backstage tours of the
Passion Play Theater
throughout the year.
In conjunction with the
play, many tour companies
offer guided tours in nearby
regions such as beautiful
Austria, Bavaria and
Switzerland.
Bavaria is a particularly
lovely area of Germany, with
abundant forests and mountain peaks, small medieval
towns and vibrant cities such as Munich, the regional
capital. A highlight of Bavaria is Neuschwanstein
Castle, an elaborate palace that was intended to be the
home of Ludwig II of Bavaria, though he reportedly
only spent 11 nights there. Today, the castle draws
thousands of visitors each year. In Switzerland’s
majestic Alps, one of the highlights is a scenic train
journey aboard the Glacier Express, which winds
sinuously through tunnels and across bridges, affording
lovely panoramic views of snowcapped mountains,
rivers, alpine pastures and charming villages.
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CST 1002864-10

Travel Advisors of Los Gatos
Presents
Luang Prabang, Laos

Angkor Wat, Siem Reap, Cambodia UNESCO World Heritage Site

FEBRUARY 2019

Join Travel Advisors' own Maun Ferris and Insight Vacations for a
small group, 12-Day, Escorted Tour through Southeast Asia!

From $3,995 per person*
(INTERNAL AIR INCLUDED)

From Ancient religious sites and natural wonders to a Mekong River Cruise and an intimate
look at the history of the Vietnam War, this tour offers an unmatched personal touch!
* Price subject to availability at time of booking and based on double occupancy.
International Air NOT INCLUDED.

Hue Citadel, Vietnam

For More Information on
this Amazing Tour, Contact:
MAUN
408-354-6531
or
1-800-446-8644
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CST # 1002864-10

Phnom Kulen, Siem Reap, Cambodia

Redeem this coupon at
Travel Advisors of Los Gatos for

$200.00

Toward the booking of
NEW Cruise or Tour
made by November 1, 2018!*†
Coupon Code: TMSM-2018
*Expires November 1, 2018. This coupon may NOT be combined with any other offer,
coupon or discount. One coupon per BOOKING, not per individual traveling. This coupon
may not be duplicated, altered, sold or transfered. Taxes may apply at time of booking.
†Offer excludes airfare.
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Scan this
code to
visit our
website.
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