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Remember the fun you had when you first took 
your kids to Disneyland?

Experience that feeling again when you take 
them and your GRANDKIDS on a trip or a cruise! Today, it’s not 
uncommon for three generations of a family to  
enjoy a trip or cruise together. 

Here are five excellent reasons to seize the day by taking a trip  
or cruise with your family and making some life-long memories:

1. Great way to get the family together and catch up on the  
past year.

2. Provides an educational stage to help your grandchildren  
excel in school.

3. It makes for a great gift to provide your family, especially  
during the holiday.

4. Enjoying the grandkids rather than cooking and cleaning  
during their visit is priceless.

5. It gives you an opportunity to create those lasting memories  
of you for your grandchildren!

Travel Advisors of Los Gatos has set up many family trips. From 
Disneyland to European Cruises to African Safaris. These trips 
have set many career  
paths, created many  
warm memories,  
family members  
getting to know each 
other and fun. 

Call to ask which trip 
or destination fits your 
desires. We can book  
and price it. It takes  
time and planning to  
coordinate many  
busy families.

PRESIDENT’S CORNER 
by Ed Stahl

TRAVELING WITH THE GRANDKIDS CAN’T BE BEAT!



travel trends

2 FALL 2016

STARWOOD HOTELS & RESORTS 
MaKes HIstOrIC deBUt In 
Havana, CUBa
   starwood Hotels & resorts Worldwide, Inc. 
announced in June a historic milestone with the 
opening of Four Points Havana – the company’s first 
hotel in Cuba – representing a watershed moment 
for the fast-growing Four Points brand. the opening 
comes on the heels of the groundbreaking deals 
signed by starwood in Cuba earlier this year, which 
established Starwood as the first U.S.-based hospitality 
company to enter the market in nearly 60 years. 
   the new Four Points features 186 guest rooms, 
meeting facilities, 24-hour fitness center, and a fully 
equipped spa. the property is located in Havana’s 
Miramar district – a business and financial center that 
houses many international embassies. 

REGENT SEVEN SEAS CRUISES 
WelCOMes SEVEN SEAS EXPLORER 
tO Its Fleet
   In Monte Carlo this July, godmother of Seven Seas 
Explorer, Her serene Highness Princess Charlene of 
Monaco, cut a red velvet ribbon, which sent a primat 
bottle of veuve Clicquot smashing against the ship’s 
hull to officially christen the newest vessel in Regent 
Seven Seas Cruises’ fleet.
   Seven Seas Explorer delivers an all-inclusive luxury 
cruise experience, with extravagantly designed 
theaters and lounges, all-balcony accommodations, 
five gourmet restaurants, and an unprecedented level 
of personalized service. the new ship sails in the 
Mediterranean on eight- to 16-night itineraries until 
december, when it reroutes to Miami for sailings in 
the Caribbean.

UNIWORLD tO eXPand 
rIver-CrUIse ItInerarIes 
   Uniworld Boutique river Cruise Collection has 
announced two new 10-day europe river-cruise 
itineraries for 2017, as well as enhancements to its 
guest experience. 
   the new itineraries, rhine-Main discovery & Munich 
and Paris & Impressions of the seine, will spotlight the 
history, art, gastronomy and architecture of Germany and 
France. the itineraries will also introduce new Jewish-
heritage programming. Guests will have the opportunity 
to choose Jewish-heritage excursions on each departure, 
such as a half-day guided excursion to the dachau 
concentration camp in Munich.
   also new in 2017, Uniworld will include all port 
fees in the total cost of the cruise. the line will offer 
24-hour room and en-suite butler services, as well as a 
new onboard concierge service. a new super ship, the 
S.S. Joie de Vivre, will sail the seine river on the Paris 
& normandy itinerary and become the cruise line’s 
first ship to dock in Paris. 

SHANGHAI DISNEY RESORT 
Blends dIsneY MaGIC WItH 
CHInese CUltUre
   Disney Shanghai Resort officially opened this 
summer. as disney’s largest international park, each of 
the themed lands introduces new levels of imagination 
and storytelling. 
   the park, which comprises disneyland, disneytown, 
Wishing star Park and two hotels, offers guests a 
cultural experience that was imagined especially 
for China – never-before-seen lands, one-of-a-kind 
attractions and experiences. It also features the largest 
castle of any disney park.
   Most notably, one of the rides not found in any of 
the other disney parks includes the trOn lightcycle 
Power Run coaster. Based on the TRON films, the 
coaster places riders atop individual two-wheeled 
“lightcycles” that are launched into a giant space filled 
with lights, projections and sound effects. It is said to 
be one of disney’s fastest rides.

UNIVERSAL WIll OPen a neW 
WaterParK In 2017
   Universal is building a new water theme park in 
Orlando, Florida. Universal’s volcano Bay, scheduled 
to open this spring, will feature 18 attractions, 
including some that travel right through the iconic 
Krakatau volcano. towering high above the island, 
the volcano will cascade waterfalls by day and 
illuminate lava effects at night.
   spanning 28 acres, volcano Bay will transport 
visitors to a lush, tropical oasis inspired by the Pacific 
isles. Guests will be able to play and relax in four 
unique areas of the park: Krakatau, Wave village, 
river village and rainforest village. the park’s 
location within the Universal Orlando resort will 
make it easily accessible to guests of the property’s 
on-site hotels. 

CRYSTAL CRUISES enters 
rIver-CrUIsInG MarKet
   the largest river ship on the danube river 
marks the newest chapter in Crystal Cruises’ brand 
expansion. Crystal Mozart’s maiden voyage on July 
13, 2016 marked the official launch of Crystal River 
Cruises, which will see four additional river yachts 
launched by the end of next summer. 
   “Crystal’s presence on the rivers of europe 
absolutely raises the bar of excellence for the luxury 
river-cruising industry, a standard the company set 
long ago when it entered the luxury ocean-cruising 
market,” says Crystal river Cruises vice President 
and Managing director Walter littlejohn. “We are 
thrilled to introduce a new way to explore the world 
with the highly acclaimed Crystal experience.”
   the 154-guest capacity, all-suite Crystal Mozart 
sails along the danube river, calling in some of the 
region’s most stunning locales. For the first time on a 
Crystal voyage, most excursions are complimentary. 
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aUtUMn at tHe MUseUM
With children returning to school and travelers 
trading swimsuits for jackets, shorter memorable 
journeys that entertain and educate will exceed 
the demand for extended vacations. While 
planning autumn and winter getaways, include 
these museum exhibitions on the next itinerary. 

Anniversary Observances: 
Punk Style
   In september, the Grammy Museum in los angeles 
is going to gain a streak of rebellion, as it welcomes 
the second part of Hey! Ho! Let’s Go: Ramones and the 
Birth of Punk following the six-month run of the first 
portion at new York City’s Queens Museum. Opening 
on september 16, the exhibition honors the band’s 
groundbreaking work during the 40th anniversary of its 
1976 self-titled debut album release. 
   though the exhibition will include standard 
paraphernalia, the two halves of this show offer 
distinctive glimpses into the ramones’ career, as the 
first celebrates the group’s early days in Queens, while 
the second reveals the band’s transcending influence. 
Guests can enjoy Hey! Ho! Let’s Go: Ramones and 
the Birth of Punk until February 28, 2017, when the 
exhibition ends its los angeles run.
Grammy Museum at L.A. Live
800 W Olympic Blvd, Los Angeles, CA 90015
(213) 765-6800 • grammymuseum.org

Building Interest in Science
   Chicago’s Museum of science and Industry offers a 
calendar packed with fascinating new exhibitions from 
september through the holidays. Opening October 4, 
Brick by Brick leads visitors into some of the world’s 
most extraordinary human-made structures, such as the 
Golden Gate Bridge, International space station, Burj 
Khalifa and roman Colosseum. recreated by leGO 
Certified Professional Adam Reed Tucker – who is 
also a Chicago native – using only the interlocking 
toy bricks, the exhibition celebrates humankind’s 
engineering achievements, while promoting future 

innovation among today’s 
visionaries. Brick by Brick 
runs until February 2017.
   also on the calendar for late 
2016 is Maurice Sendak: 50 
Years, 50 Works, 50 Reasons, 
which opens november 10 and 
celebrates the fantastic works 
of the “Where the Wild things 
are” author and illustrator. 
the exhibition includes 50 
original sketches, illustrations 
and an array of works on 
paper that were received from 
private collections. 
Museum of Science and Industry, Chicago
5700 S Lake Shore Drive, Chicago, IL 60637
(773) 947-6003 • msichicago.org

The Art of Exploration + Reflection
   While northern regions of the United states 
experience cooler weather, the Perez art Museum 
Miami (PaMM) is igniting wonder and curiosity with 
its autumn exhibition calendar. 
   through Basquiat: The Unknown Notebooks, 
PaMM reveals Jean-Michel Basquiat’s innermost 
personal reactions to the world around him. as the 
first exhibition centered on the artist’s notebooks, this 
journey leads visitors through 160 pages of poetry, 
sketches and reactions to the world by which he was 
surrounded, while relating these details to additional 
complimentary Basquiat works. Basquiat: The 
Unknown Notebooks will run through October 23. 
   Opening October 13, Florida native susan Hiller’s 
eponymous exhibition brings to light (and sound and 
text) a multimedia experience for which the artist is 
known. By actively uncovering her works, patrons 
might discover previously unrecognized aspects 
of their own senses. Following its autumn opening, 
Susan Hiller will run until June 4, 2017.
Perez Art Museum Miami
1103 Biscayne Blvd., Miami, FL 33132 
(305) 375 -3000 • pamm.org

Exploring Cuba, Stateside
   through a collaboration with Museo nacional de 
Historia natural de Cuba, the american Museum 
of natural History presents ¡Cuba!, an exhibition 
that will introduce visitors to the flora and fauna of 
the archipelago. Using live specimens and lifelike 
recreations, ¡Cuba! reveals some of the endemic 
species that comprise 50 percent of the plant and 32 
percent of the vertebrate animal populations in the 
region. the exhibition will feature a reproduction 
of Zapata wetlands and a cave reconstruction that 
will display extinct species’ fossil remains, such as 
Megalocnus rodens – the giant ground sloth. touching 
upon the nation’s culture, elements of Cuban art, 
music and spiritual influences will also be celebrated 
through the exhibition. ¡Cuba! opens november 21, 
2016 and will run until august 13, 2017.
American Museum of Natural History
79th Street and Central Park West, New York, NY 10024
(212) 769-5100 • amnh.org

Into the Final Frontier in 
the New Year

With the new Year, 
resolutions offer hope for 
achieving new goals and 
discovering new opportunities. 
start 2017 on an exciting note 
by visiting OMsI’s Journey 
to Space: The Exhibition. 
Pack a sense of curiosity 

and an open mind to consider the accomplishments 
and risks of advancements in space exploration, while 
pondering the marvelous feats that are yet to come. the 
exhibition allows guests to learn about the innovations 
that contribute to space exploration, including the 
technology and engineering creations that facilitate 
astronaut life aboard the International space station. 
start planning now, as Journey to Space: The Exhibition 
runs until January 8, 2017.
Oregon Museum of Science and Industry
1945 SE Water Avenue, Portland, Oregon 97214
(503) 797-4000 • omsi.edu

By Dorothy Crouch

Brick by Brick at Chicago’s Museum of Science and Industry Preparator sculpts the head of a large, extinct owl that will be featured in 
the new ¡Cuba! exhibition at the American Museum of Natural History
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LUXURY INDIAN OCEAN ISLAND GETAWAYS

SECLUDED IN THE SEYCHELLES

Known for its nearly untouched natural beauty,  
the Seychelles archipelago is a favorite of royals and 
the wealthy. Located off the eastern coast of Africa  
in the Indian Ocean, this extraordinary destination 
comprises 115 islands that offer secluded beaches, 
natural wonders, incomparable hospitality and  
exciting entertainment. 

This pristine natural paradise boasts two UNESCO 
World Heritage Sites. Home to the world’s largest 
seed – the coco-de-mer nut – Praslin’s Vallée de Mai 
Aldabra is a nature reserve where many species, such 
as the bronze gecko, blue pigeon, bulbul, sunbird, 
swiftlet, Seychelles skink, burrowing skink, tiger  
chameleons, day gecko, caecilian, and tree frog, 
reside within the protection of the forest. The Aldabra 
Atoll is known as the world’s largest raised coral 
atoll and while it is protected, limited visits are  
permitted, especially since tourism and culture  
minister, Alain St. Ange’s 2015 push to reveal the 
region’s ecological importance to visitors. 

Described as the “…Seychelles’ true sanctuary…,” 
Fregate Island is home to luxurious accommodations 
and also serves as a conservation space, which  
protects an array of flora and fauna. Populations  
of sea turtles, magpie robins and Aldabra giant  

tortoises are rebounding from the verge of extinction 
with the help of the island’s resident staff of  
conservationists. Guests can choose to stay in three 
distinctive areas. The Private Pool Residences, which 
include a terrace, infinity pool and Jacuzzi, and  
dining pavilion, overlook the sapphire-hued ocean. 
Banyan Hill Estate villas afford views of the harbor 
from a peninsula hilltop. With these accommodations,  
visitors enjoy a personal chef, butler, maid, veranda 
and private infinity pool. Though the aforementioned 
options would satisfy any demanding traveler, the 
most indulgent experience is Fregate Island’s option 
to rent the entire island, staffed with professionals to 
ensure every desire is fulfilled. 

The culture of the Seychelles comprises a blending  
of African, Asian and European influences. Much 
of the architecture reflects a history of French and 
British colonization. In the Seychelles, visitors can 
expect a creole cuisine of curries, chilies, ginger and 
garlic, which are rooted in French, Indian and Asian 
influences that complement local food resources, 
such as fish, octopus, coconut, papaya and apple. 
While active travelers can enjoy exploring the islands 
via boat and bus charters, horseback, and scuba  
diving, slower-paced guests will find excitement in 
the casino scene or simply taking in the respite found 
on the beach. 

MAFIA ISLAND ESCAPE

As one of the more secluded and lesser-known 
destinations, Mafia Island affords time away from 
everyday life and everything. Located off the coast 
of Tanzania, this destination forms the Tanzanian 
Zanzibar Archipelago, which also includes Unguja, 
Pemba and Latham Island. Unlike the more popular, 
all-inclusive resorts of Mexico and the Caribbean, 
Mafia Island offers only a few lodging options and is 
proud of its reputation as a site of complete solitude.

Though Mafia Island is serene, visitors are able to 
engage in many activities throughout the area. While 
scuba diving and snorkeling can be found in many 
regions of the world, the waters surrounding Mafia  
Island are home to a large population of whale 
sharks. During September through March, these  
enormous – yet gentle – creatures can be found a 
short distance from land, near Kilindoni Harbour. 
Tours are also available to educate visitors regarding 
the Kua and Kisimani Mafia history. Kayaking,  
sailing trips, windsurfing and unwinding with  
a beach picnic are all popular activities in this  
not-so-populated paradise. 

At the Kinasi Lodge, guests enjoy a boutique- 
style hotel experience in the middle of a tropical 
beachfront setting. Accommodations reflect the 

Planning a tropical holiday away from the bustle of everyday life often leads to booking an affordable vacation at one of the 
Caribbean’s easily accessible islands, located only a short distance from the shores of the United States. There is hope for travelers 
who have covered this region’s lovely – but tourist-filled – locales and want to try a different type of escape. Located at various points 
within the Indian Ocean, lesser-known, luxurious islands dot the region and wait to be discovered by vacationers who seek a journey 
to new, alluring tropical regions, without the fruit-based umbrella drinks and hordes of cruise ship passengers.

Fregate Island private beach Banyan Hill Estate, Fregate Island



56 N. Santa Cruz Ave., Los Gatos, CA 95030  •  (408) 354-6531  •  (800) 446-8644  •  FAX: (408) 354-3871 5

FALL 2016

LUXURY INDIAN OCEAN ISLAND GETAWAYS By 
Dorothy Crouch

island’s colonial influences, from Omani to British 
occupation, and are available as single rooms,  
cottages or two-floor homes that boast solar-power-
sourced hot water and mosquito nets. Though Kinasi 
Lodge’s staff is trained every year by a British chef, 
its cuisine reflects European, African and Asian 
styles, and affords vegetarian and kosher options 
upon request. The property’s Isis Spa is managed 
by trained Thai therapists and includes a substantial 
menu that offers massages, aromatherapy, facials, 
manicures, pedicures and the Pharaoh’s bath, an 
herbal salt bath that is recommended for couples. 

MORE SECLUSION IN MNEMBA

If tranquil Mafia Island is still not secluded enough, 
Mnemba Island, located off the coast of Unguja 
within the Tanzanian Zanzibar Archipelago, is an 
excellent option. Sitting nearly 130 miles from Mafia 
Island, Mnemba Island is privately owned, allowing 
only guests and staff of the luxurious &Beyond resort 
to travel to the area.

On the property, guests reside in bandas, luxuriously 
appointed, thatched-roof, airy bungalows. En-suite 
massage services are also available upon request and 
performed at the front of the banda, as the sound of 
the ocean provides a calming soundtrack and the light 
breeze complements this calming indulgence. 

The waters surrounding Mnemba Island are  
protected through &Beyond’s Oceans Without  
Borders conservation program that works with the  
local fishing industry to ensure a sustainable future  
for marine life. Diving, snorkeling and kayaking  
excursions are extraordinary when enjoyed on  
Mnemba Island, as it is surrounded by the Mnemba 

atoll, known as Zanzibar’s only protected nesting site 
for endangered green sea turtles, and serves as a point 
of whale migration that is closely monitored. Mnemba 
Island creates luxurious vacation experiences, while 
educating visitors and working with locals. Dinner is 
served at intimate lantern-lit tables set on the beach, 
overlooking the dingy-dotted water at sunset.

LIVING LUXE IN THE MALDIVES

Located in the Indian Ocean, the Republic of the 
Maldives is South Asia’s most exclusive destination,  
comprising 1,190 islands, of which only 187 are 
inhabited. The archipelago is a system of islands and 
atolls that sits above an underwater mountain chain. 

While the capital city, Malé, is a bustling center 
of commerce and government in the Maldives, the 

other inhabited islands afford an escape to visitors 
who seek an extraordinary getaway from ordinary 
life. Travelers, for whom no indulgence is too great, 
should stay at Velassaru Maldives. Easily accessible 
via speedboat, the private-island resort is located only 
25 minutes from Malé airport. 

From Deluxe Bungalows to Water Suites – a 
private luxury overwater paradise with 24-hour butler 
service and an infinity pool – every option exceeds 
expectations. The interior of guest suites resembles 
a cosmopolitan hotel, similar to those found in chic 
metropolises. Upon stepping outside, instead of the 
hustle of a city street, guests are greeted with white 
sand, bright sunshine and crystal-clear water that 
shimmers in hues of blue. Dining options include 
dishes to suit every palate, including pan-Indian 
Ocean dinner cuisine and simple lunch choices,  
such as pizza and tapas. Despite its private, remote  
atmosphere, Velassaru provides an extensive  
menu of activities. Guests can choose to indulge  
in spa treatments or beach yoga, and embark  
upon adventures including a private escape to a 
neighboring island, dolphin feeding, sunset cruise, 
Malé tour, and Bio Quest or Bio Photo Adventure –
snorkeling experiences that provide exploration  
and education with the property’s resident marine 
biologist. 

On the islands of the Indian Ocean, travelers 
discover that the satisfaction of simple pleasures is a 
luxury often overlooked. Memories of watching the 
sun set while sitting in the sand and a newfound  
appreciation for the vulnerability of wildlife serve as 
the most satisfying souvenirs – much more fulfilling 
than purchasing another trinket. 

On the islands of the 

Indian Ocean, travelers 

discover that the satisfaction 

of simple pleasures is a 

luxury often overlooked.

Banyan Hill Estate, Fregate Island Velassaru Maldives

Velassaru Maldives

&Beyond Mnemba Island

&Beyond Mnemba Island

&Beyond Mnemba Island
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In sUnnY MeXICO, tHe FUn never stOPs

With its ancient Mayan history, architectural 
wonders and rich cultural heritage, Mexico 

presents travelers with a colorful palette of options 
for exploration and adventure. Journey into the 
jungles of the Yucatan to investigate the world of 
the ancient Maya. experience Baja’s rugged terrain 
on a four-wheel atv. snorkel, scuba or kayak in the 
secluded las Caletas nature preserve at Banderas 
Bay in Puerto vallarta. there is much to experience 
in Mexico – whether your travels take you to the 
Caribbean Sea or the shores of the Pacific Ocean – 
you may find yourself planning the next visit before 
you even leave.
   With scores of luxury resort hotels and an array 
of sports activities, including world-class golfing, 
horseback riding, deep-sea fishing, snorkeling and 
scuba diving, the fun never stops in Mexico’s sunny 
seaside resort towns.

Cancun & the Mayan Riviera
   Once a sleepy fishing village, Cancun has become 
Mexico’s premier resort destination on the Yucatan 
Peninsula. Its main strip, Boulevard Kukulcan, is 
lined with dazzling hotels, restaurants, clubs and 
shopping complexes. Its beaches are picture perfect.
   Cancun lies in close proximity to Isla Mujeres, 
Xcaret, Cozumel, Xel-ha and tulum, so taking 
an excursion is a must. Just a ferry ride away, Isla 
Mujeres is known for its cave diving, while some of 
the best reef exploration is found in Cozumel. the eco-
archaeological park of Xcaret is a Mayan playground 
of beautiful coves, inlets and grottos. Here, you’ll find 

beaches, a dolphin area and an aquarium.
   Cancun sits on approximately 2,000 archaeological 
sites and is known as the gateway to the Mayan 
world. the ruins of tulum, perched high on a cliff 
overlooking the Caribbean, include several excellent 
examples of Mayan architecture. not far away is 
Coba, an ancient city situated along five lakes. There 
are more than 6,500 structures at Coba, many of them 
temples and pyramids, though only a few have been 
fully uncovered.
   approximately a four-hour drive from Cancun lies 
the most spectacular of the Mayan sites, Chichen Itza. 
settled by the Itza around a.d. 868, the site offers 
some of the most amazing remaining examples of 
Mayan architecture.

Los Cabos and Puerto Vallarta 
on the Pacific Coast
    at the tip of Baja California sur you 
will find the dual destination of Los Cabos. 
tranquil san Jose del Cabo retains the look 
and vibe of an authentic Mexican town. 
Cobblestone streets, intimate restaurants 
and boutiques occupy the central main 
square and mission church. Conversely, 
rambunctious Cabo san lucas is known for 
its funky bars and the slick luxury avenue 
Mall centered around the town’s marina.
   Familiarly known as land’s end, as it is 
the last piece of land in the Baja California 
Peninsula, los Cabos is where the 
sapphire sea of Cortez meets desert and 
mountains. a 17-mile stretch of highway 
connects this popular resort town with 
san Jose del Cabo, and offers views of the 

Mexico’s sparkling blue seas, warm climate 
and long stretches of white-sand beaches lure 
travelers who are intent on basking in the sun 
and hopping from restaurants to lively nightclubs 
in the evening. Yet, there is a deeper, more 
compelling side to this country.

By Judie Karhan

dramatic, mountain-framed coastline. along 
the Corridor sprawl the luxury resorts, spas and 
championship golf courses for which los Cabos has 
become famous. the Corridor is also home to some 
of the area’s best beaches for water sports. Medano 
beach, located on the end of the Corridor where Cabo 
san lucas begins, is the epicenter for party and play.
    to the far south of los Cabos lies picturesque 
Puerto vallarta. In large part, Puerto vallarta’s allure 
stems from its old-world charm, from the cobblestone 
streets lined with bougainvillea-covered houses to the 
local fishermen selling the day’s catch just moments 
after docking their boats. still, within steps of the 
quaint reminders of days gone by, visitors find modern 
resort-style hotels, busy shops, restaurants and bars.
   during Hollywood’s Golden age, scores of 
palatial homes sprang up in Puerto vallarta. For a 
closer look at a piece of Hollywood history, head 
for Gringo Gulch in the historical part of Puerto 
vallarta’s downtown area. named after the hundreds 
of expatriates from the United states who settled in 
the area in the 1950s, it is also famous for being the 
setting of “the night of the Iguana.”  
   With more than 300 days of sun per year and an 
average temperature of 77 degrees, Puerto vallarta 
also makes an ideal beach vacation destination, with 
miles of sandy beaches and a variety of outdoor 
activities to enjoy.
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In sUnnY MeXICO, tHe FUn never stOPs aUstrIa and sWItZerland:
By Judie Karhan

there are two Mozart memorial museums in the city; 
one in the birthplace of the genius, the other in his 
former living place.
   the magnetism of switzerland certainly rivals that of 
austria. the alps cover three-fifths of swiss territory. 
One of the best ways to see the main alpine 
destinations is by way of scenic trains. One of the 
biggest draws of the swiss alps is the iconic 
Matterhorn, which looms over the lovely village of 
Zermatt with its charming chalets and winding alleys. 
during winter, catch a ride on the Glacier express from 
Zermatt to arrive in internationally famous st. Moritz 
in style.
   lucerne, switzerland is considered by many to be 

Austria is in many ways a fairy-tale country, with 
magnificent palaces and castles seemingly built to 
aspire to the heights of its alpine scenery. Explore 
the whimsical castles of King Ludwig II and the 
beauty of Bavaria’s lakes and countryside.

one of the world’s prettiest cities. Walking is one of the 
best ways to explore its many sites of interest, including 
the famous Chapel Bridge and Water tower, Mill Bridge 
and lion Monument. take time to sample the exquisite 
local cuisine and shop at a wealth of boutiques.
   equally enchanting is the city of Zurich, which lies at 
the center of switzerland along the shores of lake 
Zurich. the city is known for its lively nightlife, but by 
day there are plenty of pleasures to pursue as well. 
there are more than 50 museums and 100 art galleries 
in this area. the swiss national Museum, housed in a 
building that is reminiscent of a fairy-tale castle, 
contains the country’s most comprehensive collection of 
exhibits relating to swiss cultural history.

Salzburg, Austria

the city sights of vienna are just as inspiring as its 
countryside. vienna, austria is the world’s largest 

and most charming museum. this is where Beethoven, 
schubert, Mozart and Brahms worked; where the great 
artists at the turn of the 20th century changed forever 
the way we look at art and life. 
   Old vienna is a walker’s paradise, with every 
building holding a richness of history. take the elevator 
to the observation platform in the north tower of st. 
stephen’s, started in the 11th century and finished in 
1433 – look down. the streets and shops in the old city 
are exactly what Mozart saw. 
   at the Hotel sacher Cafe, take the time to sit back 
and sip the black and bitter tasting viennese coffee and 
savor the famous chocolate sacher torte mit schlag. 
   salzburg, austria is a city of green hills, romantic 
gardens and picturesque spires. the most dominant 
feature of the city’s skyline is the Hohensalzburg 
Fortress. situated high above the baroque towers of the 
city, it offers visitors amazing views of the valley. 
salzburg is the birthplace of amadeus Mozart, and 

Lucerne, Switzerland

a land OF alPs, 
Castles & PalaCes

land adventUres In BeaUtIFUl alasKa
In the spring and summer months, scores of passenger 

ships cruise alaska’s famous Inside Passage and 
other tributaries, but beyond these shores there is much 
to explore in the interior of this enormous state, which 
is almost one-fifth the size of the entire United states. 
   In denali national Park & Preserve, 
which sprawls six million acres, wild 

animals – large and 
small – roam unfenced 
lands, living as they 
have for ages. By way 
of motor coach, 
sightseers are sure to 
catch glimpses of 
foraging caribou, dall 
sheep, foxes, moose, 
wolves, brown bears and even 
grizzlies. While this park 
exploration is a wilderness 
experience, visitors needn’t 
sacrifice their creature comforts. 
tours of denali feature a luxury 
railcar ride to the park, home of the 
famous Mt. McKinley, and 
wilderness lodges within the park 
are exceptionally comfortable. 
   escorted land tours, such as those 

offered by travel Impressions, also feature overnight 
stays in the cities of anchorage and Fairbanks. In 
anchorage, take a tour of the city, including the historic 
downtown district, and visit the anchorage Museum, 
which preserves, exhibits and interprets the art and 

history of alaska. On travel Impressions’ 
Ultimate alaska Winter Wonderland tour, 
guests arriving in Fairbanks can even take 
advantage of the opportunity to enjoy aurora 
Borealis viewing, depending on weather and 
solar activity.
   If you would like to combine a cruise with 
a tour of alaska, this option is available with 
various cruise lines. In 2017, Princess Cruises 
will offer four types of alaska land & sea 
vacations featuring seven-day cruises with 

three to eight nights on land. In addition to venturing 
into denali national Park, the tours include excursions 
to Wrangell-st. elias, america’s largest national park, 
and/or Kenai Fjords national Park, which affords 
visitors stunning views of dramatic fjords teeming with 
wildlife. Princess Cruises also offers flexible extended-
stay packages in the cities of anchorage, san Francisco, 
seattle and vancouver, B.C.
   Why not make 2017 the year to see wild and woolly 
alaska? Call or visit yout travel agent to get you started 
on your way.

 Alaska, the Great Land, is truly a wilderness 
adventure beyond any other. With towering mountains 
covered by evergreen forests, glistening lakes and an 
astounding array of wildlife that can be encountered 
seemingly anywhere in the region, this is a destination 
to experience at least once in a lifetime.

By Gretchen Zauner
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TRAVEL AND VACATION PROTECTION. DON’T BE WITHOUT IT! 
Vacations can take months to plan and only hours to ruin if you have to cancel a trip or if you get sick while 

traveling. Protect your travel investment with insurance. It’s reasonable and covers all trip interruptions. 

Even if you have 
booked your trip 

elsewhere, call us.

56 N. Santa Cruz Ave., Los Gatos, CA 95030 • (408) 354-6531 • (800) 446-8644 • 
FAX: (408) 354-3871 • E-mail: info@tadvisor.com
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Coastal and Mexico cruises also available!

Call your TRAVEL ADVISORS Princess Specialists 
today for these and all Princess Cruises itineraries. 

56 N. Santa Cruz Ave. • 408.354.6531 
(Across from the historic Los Gatos Cinema)

SAIL PRINCESS FROM SAN FRANCISCO!
ALASKA

10-day round-trip voyage from San Francisco 
From $1,299 per person

May through September 2017

PANAMA CANAL
15-day San Francisco to Ft. Lauderdale

From $1,899 per person

February, March and October 2017
Reverse itinerary available February and March 2018

HAWAII
15-day round-trip journey from San Francisco

From $1,649 per person

October – November 2016
January – April and October – December 2017

January – April 2018

CARIBBEAN CELEBRATION CRUISE 
December 22, 2016 • Round trip from New York City
From $2,099 per person

Aboard the Queen Mary 2®
Ports: St. Thomas (Charlotte Amalie), St. Maarten (Philipsburg), 
Dominica, St. Kitts, Tortola (Roadtown)

21-NIGHT SOUTH PACIFIC CRUISE 
February 4, 2017 • San Francisco to Sydney
From $3,269 per person

Aboard the Queen Elizabeth®
Ports: Oahu, Maui, Cross International Dateline, Apia,  
Nuku’alofa, Auckland

17-NIGHT PANAMA CANAL CRUISE 
April 4, 2017 • San Francisco to Ft. Lauderdale 
From $2,499 per person

Aboard the Queen Victoria®
Ports: Los Angeles, Cabo San Lucas, Puerto Quetzal,  
Panama Canal, Aruba, Grand Cayman

Fares are cruise only, per person USD, based on double occupancy, capacity controlled and subject to availability. Taxes, Fees and Port Expenses of 
up to $296.20 are additional and subject to change. Refer to applicable Princess brochures or princess.com for terms, conditions, and definitions 
which will apply to all bookings. Fares in effect at time of printing and subject to change. Ships of Bermudan and British Registry

Fares are cruise only, per person USD, based on double occupancy, capacity controlled and subject to availability. Taxes, Fees and Port Expenses of up to 
$296.20 are additional and subject to change. Refer to applicable Cunard Line brochure or cunard.com for terms, conditions, and definitions which will apply 
to all bookings. Fares in effect at time of printing and subject to change. Ship’s registry: Bermuda
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Contact TRAVEL ADVISORS of LOS GATOS 
56 N. Santa Cruz Ave. • 408.354.6531 

(Across from the historic Los Gatos Cinema)




